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Founded 1894 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
  
As you are aware from previous communications, we have recently introduced a new 
banding system as part of the Mathematics curriculum. Children have been identified 
and placed in classes that at working at either a Higher tier level or an Intermediate 
tier level. There is an overlap of topic content that is taught and assessed at both 
tiers. At Higher tier, children are able to work towards learning topics that target a 
grade A. Whereas, at both tiers, children are able to work towards learning topics 
that target up to a grade B. 
  
Before the Christmas holidays and throughout the Autumn & Winter term, pupils in 
Year 10 were assessed several times. This has enabled us to evaluate each 
student’s progress and ensure they are working at the most appropriate and 
aspirational level (Higher or Intermediate) and our ambition is for nearly all pupils to 
target at least a B grade in Mathematics and or Numeracy GCSE. 
  
As a consequence of this analysis of pupil performance and based on professional 
judgements of staff and in the best interests of students, pupils will be reallocated to 
Higher or Intermediate teaching groups where appropriate. This will take place 
on Wednesday the 12th of January. Please be assured that there will be no further 
movement of groups until the summer term and following the summer assessments 
to ensure continuity and consistency. 
    
If your child is identified as benefitting from moving groups and/or tiers, they will be 
discreetly notified before Wednesday so that they know which group to go to prior to 
lessons after Wednesday. If they have not been spoken to before Wednesday and 
they have not been absent, then it can be assumed they will remain in the same 
class they have been attached to since September. 
  
Please also be advised that we have made the decision to not enter any Year 10 
pupils for the external GCSE maths or numeracy examinations in the summer of 
2022 and we will monitor progress and attendance before confirming if there will be a 
November 2022 (Year 11) entry. This will be decided in the summer term and will be 
communicated to all pupils, parents and carers in advance of the summer holidays 
2022. 
  
Please can we encourage that all GCSE Numeracy revision assignments and past 
papers that are uploaded onto Google classrooms by the whole department, are 
continued to be completed by the deadlines set. Consistent revision will build pupil 
confidence and continue to further develop Numeracy and Mathematics skills 
required for both GCSE examinations.  
  
Yours faithfully, 
Miss L F Moryc 


